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Dec. 1: Nicaraguan state radio station, VOZ DE NICARAGUA, commented that the US troop
movements in Honduras "demonstrate that US National Guards are preparing for participation
in a direct intervention against Nicaragua." The radio broadcast stated that sources in Honduras
indicated a National Guard artillery battery from Florida had initiated training in Honduras
alongside local military forces. Dec. 3: Nicaraguan President Daniel Ortega warned that the
Reagan administration was engaged in a dangerous escalation of aggression against the Sandinista
government. The White House, he said, had ordered the placement of artillery in Honduras close to
the Nicaraguan border, and in areas where Sandinista troops have been fighting off contra border
infiltrations. Next, Ortega declared Washington had recently established a strategic operations
command in Tegucigalpa, consisting of US forces, contra leaders and Honduran military personnel
allied with the contras. Moreover, he said, since mid-November US Navy warships have been
patrolling the seas in close proximity to Nicaraguan ports. The president stated that these and
other activities have been undertaken to provoke an incident in the border area to justify direct
intervention against Nicaragua. In January another large-scale joint military maneuver will
be underway in Honduras, involving some 5,000 US troops based in Honduras. Dec. 4: Ortega
announced that contra attempts to infiltrate the border had failed. In three days of fighting, he said,
29 contras and five Sandinista troops were killed. At a meeting with Education Ministry officials,
Ortega said the deployment of 105 mm. artillery by the US Army in areas occupied by 1,500 to
2,000 contras was hardly a random incident. The guns, he added, were placed in contra territory for
them to use against the Sandinista troops. Ortega declared the White House continues applying
pressure on the Honduran and Costa Rican governments to persuade them to demand assistance
from Washington as a pretext for involving US troops against Nicaragua. It is convenient for Reagan,
he pointed out, to heat up the Central American conflict in order to divert public attention from
the "Contragate scandale." At a press briefing in Washington, White House deputy spokesman
Larry Speakes said a National Guard artillery unit was sent to the region on a training exercise "in
tropical conditions in a remote area of Honduras." According to Speakes, the exercises are taking
place at a distance of 48 km. from the Nicaraguan border, and at an appropriate distance from any
military conflicts in the area. He said President Ortega was using the incident to instigate the fear
of invasion in the Nicaraguan people, something the Sandinista leader has been doing "for years."
Recent rumors, said Speakes, are only the most recent example.
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